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Graduation

Hello everyone, I’m Max Rickard.

And I am Maggie McLaughlin.

As I’m sure each of you has heard at every 
social function you have been to recently, it’s 
good to see a group of people coming together 
like this again. 

And in the spirit of coming together, we 
thought we should inform you that this is the 
first ever joint senior speech in the history of 
Saint George’s graduations. 

We felt this accomplishment is especially suited 
for the occasion, for the class of 2022 has had a 
lot of ‘firsts’ along the way.

We were the first class to get laptops in 5th 
grade!

We made the first (and only) fully functioning, 
beautiful storm garden to grace this campus.

And were the first to experiment with per-
meable pavement, truly championing water 
conservation!

We are the first grade to win every single egg-
related spirit competition during our Upper 
School careers--this includes egg roulette and 
egg toss! 

We are also quite proud of the fact that we are 
the first class to get REALLY GOOD at throw-
ing darts, even if we missed the board once or 
twice in the beginning….

And lastly, we are the first class to have a fully 
unrestricted graduation since Covid began.

Our class has also made a lot of memories 
and grown so much at Saint George’s, even if 
our class’s number of students have remained 
small. 

For those of us who have gone here since lower 
school, we did everything from a real Broadway 
caliber performance of Rumpus in the Rainfor-
est, to digging holes in the playground sand 
deeper than we were tall. 

For those of us who have been here since 

middle school, we’ve grown up a lot since we 
were 8th graders camping on this lawn getting 
ready for the coast trip!  

For the people of our class to who came in 
high school, our only wish is that you would 
have joined us sooner.

We’ve climbed rocks, floated the river, and ex-
plored this beautiful campus in search of new 
firsts and memorable life experiences.

We got through distance learning and later 
hybrid learning, realizing that it was honestly 
better when we were all together. 

And while we are both happy it’s time to 
graduate, we will miss all of the very caring and 
wonderful teachers and staff that dealt with 
our class and helped us grow as academics and 
people. 

In lieu of this admiration for everyone that 
has helped us, we wanted to leave you all with 
a piece of poetry about change and departure 
from author Dr. Oliver Tearle. 

“Maybe our paths will cross
when this universe folds in and makes another.
Maybe, at the point

when all that is, and all that’s ever been,
collapses into everything else and is remade,
our paths will cross, however briefly, and

our terminus become a junction.
It may be a long shot. I will take it
and hope and trust our paths will cross again.”

As we go on into the next stage of our lives, 
may we find new adventures, dig deeper holes, 
and throw darts into new walls. We hope 
to never forget the people and experiences 
here that helped pave the way for who we are 
becoming. 

On behalf of the class of 2022, thank you all. 
 — Max Rickard & 
 Maggie McLaughlin, Class of 2022
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The Class of 2022 
Will Attend These 
Colleges &  
Universities
Lydia Bade
Grand Canyon University
Cadan Beaven
Colorado State University
Cassie Benson
University of Washington,  

Seattle
Stella Brown
University of Washington,  

Seattle
Zheming (Thomas) Fei 
University of Virginia
Chase Foster
Rice University 
James Gunn
Tufts University
Xinrun (Nathan) Huang    
Texas A & M University
Wenjun (Angelina) Jiang
University of Washington,  

Seattle
Anna Klim
University of Alberta 
Sonja Klim        
Mount Royal University 
Jennifer Lee 
Seattle University
Haoran (Vincent) Long 
Undecided
Maggie McLaughlin
Vassar College
Jack Morris 
Connecticut College
Fair Niven
Santa Clara University
Arjon Odom 
Gonzaga University
Adi Pardeshi 
University of Arizona
Tariq Ravasia
University of California, 

Berkeley
Max Rickard 
Oregon State University
Maddy Roberts
Wellesley College 
Anna Ryplewski
Oregon State University
Beth Swartzwelder
Chapman University      
Finley Wolff
Colorado School of Mines 
Ethan Wu
Rensselaer Polytechnic 

University                             
Jichu (Selina) Yang
University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst                                      
Zihan (Alyssa) Zhao
University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill                   
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