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 Dragon Athletics

The Return of Fall Sports
and the school.  They were also the catalysts 
to getting two more seniors to come out and 
play soccer for the very first time in their 
lives!  The bravery and selflessness that Adi 
and Tariq showed this year was remarkable.  I 
was so pleased they decided to come out for 
the team.  My only wish is that I could have 
had them longer.  

My junior class was a happy surprise to 
me this year.  I had two amazing transfer stu-
dents, Pelayo and Ben, along with my return-
ers, Tanner, Steph, and Oscar.  This junior 
group showed a lot of growth and leadership 
throughout this season and added a lot of 
hilarity and fun to our soccer family.

When players transition from freshmen 
to sophomores, it is unbelievable how much 
improvement you see from one year to the 
next.  Jace, Robby, and Sam came into the 
season with so much more knowledge, and 
they were able to translate that on to the field 
and with their teammates.  It was also fun to 
have Ashton come out for the last few weeks 
of the season.  I look forward to having these 
boys back for the next two seasons.  

I had one freshman and one singular 
8th grader… but what a blessing these two 
were!  John and Gavin were brand new to the 
program, but you would never have known 
that when you watched them play.  I am so 
very pleased that these two came out for soc-
cer this season.  I look forward to seeing what 
the next three and four years bring them and 
our team!

It was a season of peaks and valleys… 
and some valleys felt almost subterranean.  
But the fight and the resilience these boys 
showed filled me with hope for the future.  I 
know with people like these young men, our 
world is going to be okay after all.  To the 
players come and gone, I give my heartfelt 
gratitude.  To those I get back…  
I seriously can’t wait.  Go Dragons!  

— Heidi Melville, Boys Soccer Coach

The SGS boys soccer 
team battled Upper 
Columbia Academy  
to a scoreless tie 
through regulation 
and two overtimes 
on Nov. 3.  But UCA 
came out on top 4-2 in 
penalty kicks, ending 
the Dragons season 
one game short of the 
State Final Four. 

  
View a photo 
gallery of the 
hard-fought 
match, as well 
as photos of the 
Senior Night 
Ceremony after 

the end of the game 
for the team’s five 
seniors by scanning 
these QR codes.

A
After 2020’s fall sports season endured a 
forced migration to spring 2021, it was good 
to start the 2021-22 school year with the 
traditional sounds of soccer and volleyball 
practices and the familiar sight of cross 
country runners careening down the Sand 
Hill behind the Schmidt Center.  Here are 
reports from the coaches about the return of 
fall athletics on campus and beyond.

Boys Soccer
The 2021 Saint George’s Boys Soccer 

season was one filled with challenge after 
challenge, but the thing that stood out to me 
the most was how the boys showed TRE-
MENDOUS grit, determination, and a posi-
tive outlook despite the hardships they faced.  
They had to deal with the ramifications of 
the pandemic and having a small turnout, a 
shortage of referees, the season-ending injury 
of one of their captains, the season-delaying 
injury to our new goalkeeper, playing games 
down a player, playing larger schools, long 
travel, and poor field conditions.  None of 
that mattered to them because they absolutely 
embraced the challenges with grace and 
positivity.  

I had three seniors to start the year who 
were also my captains.  Max Rickard, Jack 
Morris, and James Gunn.  The dynamic trio 
were wonderful ambassadors of the program 

The Dragons playing 
UCA in their final game



       17Saint George’s Magazine   Fall-Winter 2021-22

Girls Soccer
This season was full of fantastic team 

and individual accomplishments.  Unfortu-
nately, you need to go through hard times to 
reach your goals.  You need strong leadership 
to maintain a cohesive team in a season as 
difficult as the one we triumphed through. 

Margreit Galow and Beth Swartzwelder 
were a perfect example of how to lead on 
and off the field.  Beth had a fantastic senior 
season in the back line, coming up with huge 
stops game after game.  Beth also had a huge 
role to fill, as she was tasked with containing 
talented offensive players with a new forma-
tion and new defense.  Her ability to com-
municate with her teammates helped drive 
our back line to new heights this year.  Along 
with Beth’s leadership in the back, we had a 
fantastic season by our junior captain Mar-
greit Galow.  She controlled the game from 
start to finish and led the team in goals and 
assists.  Margreit’s play this year earned her 
offensive MVP and league MVP awards. 

While you normally have great leaders 
step up and deliver, other girls need to follow 
suit.  Several girls rose to the occasion in 
various games — Macarena Barreto, Carsyn 
Gildehaus, Lilly Horsted, Talia Horsted, Lily 
Nosbaum, Lila Rigsby, and Annie Sawyer — 
and four individuals went above expectations.  
Henrietta Osborne, Savanna Briceno, Maggie 
Morris and Regan Thomas played well above 
what was asked of them this year.  Both Re-
gan and Maggie were 8th graders in their first 
year on the team.  Their play making, scor-
ing, and defensive work drove the team this 
year, earning them All-League nominations.  
Savvy, a freshman, was able to show her 
offensive ability this year and put in multiple-
goal games, helping us overcome tough oppo-
sition.  Her play was noticed by other coaches 
and earned an All-League nomination.  Henri, 
a sophomore, took on one of the biggest roles 
this year by playing in the goal.  Her ability to 
soak up knowledge from the coaches gave her 
the opportunity to reach her own goals.  She 
had an amazing season and was tied for the 
league’s Goalie of the Year. 

All of these individual acco-
lades drove this team to their objec-
tive – to reach the first round of the 
State Tournament.  Along the way 
they faced tough opponents in two 
loser-out games and a district title 
match.  An overtime win against 
Northwest Christian and then a 3-0 
District title victory over Reardan 
allowed the girls to reach another 
loser-out match against Liberty Bell, 
which they also handled 3-0.  

Although we fell short to 
Tonasket in the first round of State, 
the girls showed their resilience and 
came through as a better team than 
when we started.  I am proud of this 
Dragon soccer team, and I can’t wait 
to get going with them next year. 

— Logan Georgeadis,  
 Girls Soccer Coach

It was a successful year for the 
Dragons, winning the District 
2B Championship trophy in a 
3-0 match over Reardan.  See a 
photo gallery at this QR code.  
They made it to 
the First Round 
of the State Tour-
nament before 
falling 2-5 to 
Tonasket, ending 
their season.  

The Dragons captured a dra-
matic victory over Northwest 
Christian on Oct. 30 to advance 
in the District tournament.  
“Regan Thomas scored the 
winning goal in the 2nd over-
time from about 35 yards out,” 
said Athletic Director Ryan 
Peplinski.  
“She beat 
the goalie 
in a race 
for the 
ball and 
sent it 
into the 
net.”

Photos by Jeff Thomas

Celebrating the  
District Championship
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Cross Country
A youth-dominated Dragon cross coun-

try team surpassed all expectations to bring 
home a treasure chest of late season honors.  
By the first meet of the year, the young Drag-
ons showed that they would be a force to be 
reckoned with, winning three of the 7 races 
at Spokane’s prestigious Highlander Invita-
tional.  Josie McLaughlin (Freshman Girls), 
Hrair Garabedian (Freshman Boys), and 
Ben Morales (Sophomore Boys) won their 
individual races, and our freshman boys took 
the 9th grade team title.

The young women, led by Josie 
McLaughlin, stood on the podium with their 
second consecutive 3rd place finish at the 
WIAA State Championships at Pasco on 
November 6.  Josie finished 4th overall and 
was followed by sister Maggie (19th), Georgia 
Steele (29th), Kala Reaves, Esther Buckner, 
Clara Witmer, and Lauren West.  The League 
Championship-winning team also included 
Andee West and Audra Gliniak.  Adding to 
their honors, the Lady Dragons were named 

the State Academic Champions with the 
highest combined GPA of any 2B team.

The Boy’s team had an equally exciting 
season, winning both League and Regional 
Freshman titles.  They were led by Hrair Ga-
rabedian and Shawn Jones, both finishing in 
the top 10 in those races.  Hriar ran tough to 
place 4th overall at League and 5th at Region-
als.  The freshman-dominated team delivered 
a solid performance at the State Champi-
onships, finishing 4th and earning a meet 
trophy.  Shawn Jones ran a credible 13th 
followed by Hrair Garabedian, Finn Horsted, 
team co-captain Ben Morales, Joaquin Kiltz, 
Oliver Ling, and team captain Nelson Steele.

The combined teams will graduate only 
one senior, Maggie McLaughlin.  Future 
success seems highly likely for this talented 
group of young runners!

— Rick Riley, Cross Country Coach

Volleyball
The 2021 volleyball season was a great 

year of improvement for our team.  With all 
players returning from the previous season, we 
had nine girls that created one varsity team.

Each athlete played an important role 
on both offense and defense.  Our setter, 
Annika Bergquist, led our team in assists as 
well as aces, while our middle hitter, Hadlie 
Kaiser, led the team in kills and blocks.  Our 
three freshmen (Kaylee Clark, Sophie Siems, 
and Grace Wolff) competed well against the 
older competition, and all five juniors (An-
nika, Lucy Bowers, Ava Bush, Hadlie, and 
Skyler Peplinski) did a great job of leading by 
example.  Their leadership was essential to 
our success. 

The team welcomed back Lydia Bade for 
her senior season.  She played front and back 
row, and her versatility as well as her positive 
attitude helped us come together as a team.

We improved our record by a couple 
wins this year, and I am very excited to do 
the same next year! Thank you, players, for a 
fantastic season.  And thank you, Lydia, for 
your years of hard work. 

— Jessi Reed, Volleyball Coach 

The girls’ volley-
ball team hosted 
Lind-Ritzville in 

the Schmidt Center 
Gym on Oct. 14.  

Here is a photo gal-
lery (QR code) of 

the action that was 
shot by freshman 

Simon Feist.

The boys cross coun-
try team, includ-
ing five freshmen, 
captured the District 
2B Title in Colfax on 
Oct. 30 (below).  The 
girls team came in a 
close 2nd.  At State 
the girls earned their 
second straight 3rd 
place trophy (above), 

while the boys 
team placed 
4th at the 
championship 
races in Pasco 
(scan QR code 
for photos).

Photos by Jayne McLaughlin


