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Miya Jacobs
One thing about Saint George’s, aside 

from the IB, was the small class sizes.  I think 
with the small class sizes we really got to know 
our teachers and they cared about us outside of 
class, especially because you know the teachers 
weren’t just teaching one subject.  They were 
also running the outdoor program which you 
were part of.  So that also reinforced that kind 
of holistic approach to knowing you more as a 
person than just as a student.

Caleb Flegel
I agree with Miya that having that small 

environment is really valuable, especially if you 
go to a small university, because you kind of 
learn to utilize your professors and the options 
that are available to you. And, at least for me 
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Five recent SGS graduates joined IB Coordinator 
Elizabeth Tender in a panel on MS Teams to talk 
about how the IB has affected their experiences at 
SGS and now in college.  Their responses have been 
edited for length.

Elizabeth Tender 
Saint George’s mission statement is “Inspir-

ing scholars, athletes and artists to serve and 
lead others.”  The International Baccalaureate 
(IB) mission is to “develop inquiring, knowl-
edgeable, and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.”  

So with those in mind, what are your initial 
thoughts on reflecting back to your IB experi-
ence at SGS? 
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personally, that’s helped me get a lot of unique 
opportunities because I’m able to approach my 
professors since I had that experience at SGS.

Kathryn Moon
I would say going to school on the East 

Coast helped me feel sort of on a similar 
playing field to other students who might 
be coming from bigger prep schools in New 
England.  A lot of them also had AP classes, 
but probably half had IB so that just made 
me realize that I have a similar level of educa-
tion and gave me more confidence going 
into it.

Marshall Roll
Yeah, I agree with all of that. I think that 

one of the great things about Saint George’s is 
the close-knit relationships that you can build 
with the teachers and faculty. 

One other thing that I found really use-
ful about the IB was that it prepares you for 
writing.  In every different class, you had to do 
an internal assessment, which is like a longer 
written assignment that you work on over the 
course of the year. I think that’s something that 
I’ve had to do a lot in college, and doing those 
assignments has really prepared me well for that.

ET:  Do you feel you benefitted from the 
IB’s focus on being active, caring members of 
local, national, and global communities?

Kathryn Moon
I think Saint George’s does a good job 

of trying to get students into the Spokane 
community and working on different volun-
teer projects. I think maybe I felt that a little 
bit more in middle school when we would go 
out as a class and do these things together.

Jocelyn Thew
I agree with Kathryn that doing CAS 

helped me engage with our community 
more. I think it was about 10 different ex-
periences, and so you would try different 
sports, different service activities, and dif-
ferent arts, which made me feel like it made 

me a more rounded person instead of just 
focusing on the classes and studies.  We did 
things outside of the classroom.

ET:  Do y’all find that it’s maybe the intan-
gibles, the skills that you’re transferring over, 
and not necessarily the curriculum, that’s 
helping you in college?

Caleb Flegel
Yeah, I agree completely.  As more of a 

techie person, I don’t really use the stuff I 
learned in IB English that much, but rather 
learning how to write a good reflection 
-- that’s super useful.  And learning how to 
write different essays or organize yourself or 
manage your time are very useful in college.

Marshall Roll
Yeah, I agree with Caleb on the time 

management piece. I think there’s a lot to do 
in the IB, there’s a lot of different parts.  

I think that’s how a lot of my classes are 
in college. I need to be thinking about what’s 
due tomorrow, but then also how to finish 
the essay that’s due at the end of the semes-
ter. So I think the skills that I learned for how 
to deal with those sorts of things are really 
valuable.

Miya Jacobs 
The IB is less about memorization than 

the AP. It’s more about techniques to learn 
and to take a test, rather than absorbing 
knowledge just to put out on the test. With 
the writing piece of the IB, it’s more about 
making connections than memorizing facts.

Jocelyn Thew
I think I learned a lot of critical thinking 

skills. I’m taking a lot of science classes and 
they’re building on the concepts we learned 
in the IB.  But it’s more about using the tools 
of how to learn and how to remember things 
in college. All of my classes are just build-
ing on each other, so it’s really important to 
know the material, and I think that Saint 
George’s and the IB prepared me for that.

“We have such 
small classes at 
Saint George’s, it 
lends itself really 
well to speaking 
up in class and 
asking questions.  
And over time 
that gave me a 
lot of confidence, 
so now in college 
I’m not as  
worried about 
raising my hand 
to add to a  
discussion or to 
ask a question.”
 - Marshall Roll


