
 

August 20, 2021 

Dear SGS Families, 

I hope you had a good week as we eagerly count the days to start the school year.  Fortunately, there 
are still about 10 days before our Upper Schoolers start their year.  We have had some recent 
developments related to our bus service that we have been working through, and we have a solution!    

This past Sunday, we were informed by Durham School Services that they were not going to be able to 
provide home-to-school bus service for the coming year due to a shortage of drivers.  This was 
frustrating news to receive after negotiating a contract renewal the first part of the summer and with 
school starting the week of August 30.  Fortunately, we had been exploring options this past year due to 
the ongoing driver shortage and we have been putting that effort to work this week.  

The following has occurred this week: 

1. We are moving forward to purchase busses and operate a bus service internally for the 2021-22 
school year.  Board approval received today! 

2. We have identified a qualified and experienced team of drivers to operate the busses and 
provide the same high-quality service associated with all aspects of the SGS experience.  These 
drivers also have credentials to manage the safety regulations, routing and ongoing training 
requirements.  

3. We are working with the Mead School District Transportation Co-op for service and upkeep of 
the busses.   

There has been a great deal of due diligence applied to this project in a very short time, but we will be 
offering bus service.  To properly prepare the drivers and equipment, we will have a short delay to begin 
the bus service.  Bus service will start on Tuesday, September 7.  Parents will need to drive their children 
the first week of school (Aug. 30 – Sept. 3).  Licensed student drivers can also drive to and from campus. 

Also, as a result of heightened mitigation precautions regarding COVID, we will be routing 5 busses with 
express routes (3-4 stops each).  Routes will be finalized and published in the next week.  

We appreciate your continue support and patience as the landscape of schooling during a pandemic 
continues to provide challenges that are beyond our control. You will receive more detailed information 
prior to the start of school regarding the bus service, introduction of drivers, contact information, etc.   

You will also receive additional updates, related to the Governor’s announcement regarding the vaccine 
requirement for all K-12 Public, Private and Charter school employees.  We are awaiting more 
information to be published from the various agencies to fully understand all aspects of the 
requirement. 

We apologize for any short-term inconveniences this may cause, but hopefully this announcement will 
provide time to make arrangements for transportation during the first week of school. 

Thank you and have a good weekend!  Go Dragons!  

Jamie Tender, Head of School 


